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were minutely organised in this respect. Ale-conners, ale-founders, ale-tasters, auditors, aulnegers, beadles, bread-weighers, coal-meters, flesh-searchers, and inspectors and searchers under various other names, were employed by our ancestors to save themselves from un-apparent frauds and evils. I think, too, that Mr. Gomme has clearly shown, in other writings, that the municipalities were no creations of Norman monarchs, but were really developments of original village communities. So far, therefore, as antiquarian learning can go, we have the fullest warrant for the functions of Government objected to by some persons. The tendency to centralisation, again, which is involved in much recent legislation, is due partly to the decay of local activity, and partly to the immense improvements in communication, which render every part of a kingdom now almost as accessible to the seat of government as were the outlying parts of an extensive parish or hundred to its local lords in early days. It is the vastly greater scale on which our legislative operations now proceed which makes them bear the appearance of offensive innovations and despotic encroachments.
In former days, too, much trouble was taken'by the Government to ensure the excellence of several kinds of goods, especially woollen cloth. The Act 2d and 3d Philip and Mary, cap. 12, for instance, provides for the viewing and sealing of clothes called Bridgwaters. At Leeds the ancient regulations of the Cloth Hall continued to be exercised in full vigour until about the middle of last century. The fact, however, is, that the old system of Government certification has been replaced within the last hundred years by the modern system of